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of bamboo. It slopes steeply in order to throw ofi the rain and it projects well beyond the walls to give shelter from the sun. Japanese hats are shaped like Japanese roofs and for the same reason. The walls are made of thick oiled paper and at night shutters of wood are put up all the
way round. The insides can be divided up by paper screens into as many rooms as the family requires. There are no chairs or beds, for people sit and sleep on thick rice-straw mats on the floor. The size of a room is usually given in the number of mats it takes to cover the floor, thus one room is a four-mat room, another an eight-mat room and so on. There are no tables, though a small stool may be used as a kind of table.
houses are very liable to  be and   if   a   man   possesses
JAPANESE  HOUSE AND  RICE FIELD.
Such flimsy destroyed by fire, valuable pictures or pottery he stores them in a safer place and only has one or two of them at home at a time. In this way he has plenty of time to look at them and admire them, and it